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This Letter comments on the review paper “Cement
based electromagnetic shielding and absorbing building
materials” by Guan et al., published in Cement and Con-
crete Composites 2006;28(5):468-474.

The subject paper neglected the paper by Wen and
Chung [1] that reported a shielding effectiveness of 70 dB
(1.5 GHz) for cement containing 0.72 vol.% stainless steel
fiber of diameter 8 pm. This value of the shielding effective-
ness is the highest that has been reported for cement-based
materials. By using 0.51-1.02 vol.% coke powder in place
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of the steel fiber, the shielding effectiveness is only
45-49 dB at the same frequency [2]. Ref. [2] is cited by
the subject paper, but Ref. [1] is not.
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