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Abstract

 

This paper investigates the effect of fly ash on strength and fracture properties of the interfaces between the cement mortar and aggre-
gates. The mortars were prepared at a water-to-binder ratio of 0.3, with fly ash replacements from 15 to 55%. Notched mortar beams were
tested to determine the flexural strength, fracture toughness, and fracture energy of the plain cement and fly-ash modified cement mor-
tars. Another set of notched beams with mortar-aggregate interface above the notch was tested to determine the flexural strength, frac-
ture toughness, and fracture energy of the interface. Mortar-aggregate interface cubes were tested to determine the splitting strength of
the interface. It was found that a 15% fly ash replacement increased the interfacial bond strength and fracture toughness. Fly ash replace-
ments at the levels of 45 and 55% reduced the interfacial bond strength and fracture toughness at 28 days, but recovered almost all the re-
duction at 90 days. Fly ash replacement at all levels studied increased the interfacial fracture energy. Fly ash contributed to the interfacial
properties mainly through the pozzolanic effect. For higher percentages of replacement, the development of interfacial bond strength ini-
tially fell behind the development of compressive strength. But at later ages, the former surpassed the latter. Strengthening of the inter-
faces leads to higher long-term strength increases and excellent durability for high-volume fly ash concrete. © 2000 Elsevier Science Ltd.
All rights reserved.

 

Keywords: 

 

Fly ash; Mortar; Aggregate; Bond strength; Fracture toughness

 

1. Introduction

 

In concrete prepared with plain Portland cement (PC),
the interfaces between the hydrated cement matrix and the
aggregates are the weakest links. The interfacial zones gen-
erally have a thickness of about 50 

 

m

 

m. They are porous and
rich in preferentially oriented calcium hydroxide (CH), but
poor in calcium silicate hydrates [1,2]. The formation of
these zones is due to (1) the poor packing of the anhydrous
materials along the aggregate surface, leading to a locally
higher water-to-cement ratio, and (2) the less efficient fill-
ing of the hydration products in the interfaces [3,4]. The
former also facilitates the crystallization and growth of CH
that exhibits low strength between cleavage planes [5].

It is known that some pozzolanic materials (for example,
silica fume) can strengthen the interfaces when used in con-
crete [1,4,6]. According to the results of some studies [7,8],
addition of silica fume increased the interfacial bond
strength and interfacial fracture energy by about 100%. The
interfacial bond improvement effect of such materials is due

to their small particle size and pozzolanic reactivity, leading
to denser microstructures and stronger interfacial bond.

Fly ash is another type of pozzolanic material widely be-
ing used as a cement replacement to produce high-perfor-
mance concrete and high-volume fly ash concrete [9,10].
Many researchers indicated that low-calcium fly ash
(ASTM Class F) also improves the interfacial zone micro-
structures, although it is generally coarser and less reactive
than silica fume. Mehta and Monteiro [11] indicated that fly
ash is effective in reducing the thickness of the interfacial
zone and porosity in the interfacial zone after prolonged
curing. Saito and Kawamura [12] demonstrated that fly ash
significantly reduced the degree of orientation of CH crys-
tals and suppressed the precipitation of CH crystals and for-
mation of ettringite in the interfacial zone. Bijen and Selst
[13] indicated that fly ash reduced not only the preferential
orientation but also the quantity of CH. Besides, Bentz and
Garboczi [3] predicted through computer simulation studies
that replacing 20% of cement with fly ash with smaller par-
ticle size resulted in higher interfacial strength than that of
the control Portland cement paste. However, experimental
data justifying the improvement effect of fly ash replace-
ments on the interfacial bond are still unavailable, espe-
cially when large volumes of fly ash (around 50%) are used.
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The present study concentrated on the interfacial bond
behavior between coarse aggregate and mortar-incorporat-
ing fly ash. It is a part of a comprehensive investigation on
high-volume fly ash concrete carried out at the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University (HKPU). Our previous publications
[14,15] showed that fly ash increased the porosity of pastes,
but reduced the porosity of cement mortars and concrete,
and that fly ash contributed to concrete strength more than
paste strength [14,15]. These observations imply that fly ash
has an effect on the improvement of interfacial microstruc-
ture and mechanical bonding; details are presented in this
paper.

 

2. Experimental study

 

2.1. Test program

 

The mechanical and fracture properties of PC and fly
ash-modified cement mortars were determined first. The
flexural strength ( ), Young’s modulus (

 

E

 

m

 

), fracture
toughness (critical stress intensity factor ), and fracture
energy ( ) of the mortars were determined from the three-
point bending test of notched mortar beams. The compres-
sive strength of the mortars ( ) was determined from the
compression tests of mortar cubes.

The properties of the mortar-aggregate interfaces were
determined from the three–point bending test of notched
beams with mortar-aggregate interface above the notch. The
parameters studied included: (1) interfacial flexural strength
( ), (2) interfacial fracture energy ( ), and (3) interfacial
fracture toughness (critical stress intensity factor of inter-
faces, 

 

K

 

if

 

). In addition to the three-point bending test of the
mortar-aggregate interface beams, splitting tensile test on
mortar-aggregate interface cubes was performed to deter-
mine the interfacial splitting tensile strength ( ).
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Based on the test results, the effects of fly ash on the in-
terfacial bond behavior of concrete were quantified. Further
discussions were concentrated on the interfacial bond
strength development and internal structure characteristics
of high-volume fly ash concrete.

 

2.2. Materials and specimen preparation

 

The materials used to prepare the mortars were a com-
mercially available Portland cement equivalent to ASTM
Type I cement, a commercially available low-calcium fly
ash equivalent to ASTM Class F fly ash, and medium-grade
natural river sand. The cement and the fly ash had specific
surface areas of 3519 and 3860 g/cm

 

2

 

, respectively. A naph-
thalene-based high-range water-reducing admixture was
used to obtain proper workability of the mortars. The mor-
tars were prepared in the proportion of 0.3:1:1.5 (water:ce-
mentitious materials:sand) by mass. Fly ash was used as re-
placement of cement, at the levels of 0, 15, 25, 45, and 55%
by mass. The model aggregates used for the mortar-aggre-
gate interface specimens were local granites of medium and
coarse grain, with Young’s modulus of 45.9 and 52.3 GPa,
and Poisson’s ratio of 0.204 and 0.324, respectively, deter-
mined according to the ASTM standard method [16].

The dimension of mortar cubes was 70.7 

 

3

 

 70.7 

 

3

 

 70.7
mm. The dimension of the mortar beam and the mortar-aggre-
gate interface beam was 275 mm in length (

 

L

 

), 50 mm in
thickness (

 

t

 

), and 75 mm in depth (

 

d

 

), with a notch of 20
mm in depth (

 

a

 

) and 2 mm in width (Fig. 1a). The test span
(

 

S

 

) was 225 mm. Each mortar-aggregate interface beam
contained mortar and a thin layer of granite, 6 mm thick (

 

h

 

),
which was sandwiched at the midspan. This type of speci-
men was similar to that used in the work of Lee et al. [17].
The mortar-aggregate interface splitting specimen had the
dimension 50 

 

3

 

 50 

 

3

 

 50 mm, each containing mortar and a

Fig. 1. Mortar-aggregate interface test specimens: (a) notched beam for three-point bending test and (b) for splitting test.
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piece of granite 50 mm square by 25 mm thick (Fig. 1b).
The model aggregates were cut from core samples of the
granites using a diamond saw and were immersed in water
before use to become saturated surface dry.

The test setup for the mortar beams was similar to the
mortar-aggregate interface beams. All specimens were cast
and moist cured in steel moulds at room temperature (21 

 

6

 

3

 

8

 

C) during the first 3 days, and then were demoulded and
cured in water at 27

 

8

 

C until the time of testing.

 

2.3. Surface roughness of aggregate layers

 

The surface roughness of five representative samples of
the 6-mm thick aggregate layers, including two samples of
medium grain and three samples of coarse grain, were deter-
mined by a Talysurf Model 4 surface roughness tester with
a sharply pointed stylus tracing the profile of surface irregu-
larities. The measured results were expressed as the values
of the Center-Line-Average (CLA). The CLA values reflect
the roughness irregularities on the surface and are defined
as the average value of the departures, both above and be-
low its centerline, throughout a prescribed sampling length.
The tested aggregate layers were found to have average
CLA value of 2.21 

 

m

 

m, with a standard deviation of 0.75

 

m

 

m. The roughness of 25-mm thick square aggregates was
similar to the 6-mm thick aggregate layers. A graphic repre-
sentation of the surface profiles with the vertical height of
the irregularities magnified by 1,000 and the horizontal
sampling length magnified by 100 is shown in Fig. 2.

 

2.4. Testing procedures

 

The compressive tests of the mortar cubes and the split-
ting test of the mortar-aggregate interface cubes were per-
formed using a Denison compression machine. The loading
rates for these two tests were 100 kN/min and 10 kN/min,
respectively.

The three-point bending tests were performed using a
closed loop servo-controlled MTS testing system. The load-
ing frame had 2,000-kN capacity and the maximum load ap-
plied was less than 3 kN. The central load was measured us-
ing a 25 kN load cell calibrated for a working range of 5 kN.
The crack mouth opening displacement (CMOD) was mea-
sured using a crack opening displacement (COD) gauge
held by two knife edges, which were glued on the notch

mouth of the beam. The midspan deflection was measured
using two linear variable displacement transducers. The
load was applied at constant rates of CMOD of 0.0002 mm/s
for notched mortar beams, and 0.0001 mm/s for notched
beams with mortar-aggregate interface above the notch, un-
til the beams were broken. Data were collected at a load in-
terval of 0.01 kN using a data acquisition system.

 

2.5. Calculations

 

The flexural strength of mortar ( ) and the flexural
strength of interface ( ) were calculated from the maxi-
mum load (

 

P

 

max

 

 ) in the three-point bending test, using the
net depth (

 

d-a

 

) of the notched beam. The Young’s modulus
and fracture toughness of the mortars (

 

E

 

m

 

 and ) were de-
termined from the load-CMOD curves of the three-point
bending test of the mortar beams, based on the equations of
linear elastic fracture mechanics [18,19]. The mortar frac-
ture energy ( ) and the interfacial fracture energy ( )
were determined from the areas under the load-deflection
curves of the three-point bending test of the mortar or mor-
tar-aggregate interface beams, according to the RILEM rec-
ommendation [20].

The interfacial fracture toughness (

 

K

 

if

 

) was determined
based on the theory of interface fracture mechanics for bi-
materials [17,21–24]. According to this theory, the interfa-
cial stress intensity factor has the complex form of 

 

K

 

if

 

 

 

5

 

 

 

1

 

 . The two components  and  denote the nor-
mal stress intensity and the shear stress intensity, respec-
tively. Details of the determination of  and  are given
in the Appendix of this paper.

 

3. Results

 

3.1. Properties of PC and fly ash mortars

 

The test results of the properties of PC and fly ash mor-
tars are shown in Table 1. Three specimens were used for
the compression test and four specimens were used for the
three-point bending test. It should be emphasized that the
flexural strength obtained from the notched beam test was
only an approximation, which was affected by the stress sin-
gularity at the notch.

The results showed that fly ash replacement at the levels
of 15 to 25% did not have a significant effect on the com-
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Fig. 2. Typical surface texture profile of the granite aggregate layers (coarse grain granite with CLA 5 2.76, the vertical height of the irregularity was magni-
fied by 1,000, and the horizontal sampling length was magnified by 100).
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pressive strength ( ), flexural strength ( ), and fracture
toughness ( ) of the mortars. Higher fly ash replacements
(45 and 55%) resulted in lower values of these properties at
both ages. The observations on the strength development of
fly ash-modified cement mortars are similar to those for the
fly ash concrete at the same water/binder ratio [25].

The fly ash-modified cement mortars at all the replace-
ment levels appeared to have lower fracture energy ( )
than the PC mortars. Prolonged curing from 28 to 90 days
resulted in decreased fracture energy for the PC mortar and
the mortars with 15 and 25% fly ash, but slightly increased
values for the mortars with 45 and 55% fly ash.

 

3.2. Interfacial bond strength

 

The results of the three-point bending tests on the mor-
tar-aggregate interface beams are shown in Table 2, and the
results of the interfacial splitting test are shown in Table 3.
The number of specimens for the three-point bending test is
given in Table 2, while three specimens were used for the
splitting test. In the preparation of test specimens, coarse-
grain granite was used in the majority of interface beams
and all interface cubes. The medium-grain granite was used
only in about 15% of the interface beams. Different moduli
of elasticity and Poisson’s ratios of the granites were taken
into account in the calculation of interfacial toughness (
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and , see Appendix I). Since these parameters did not ap-
pear to affect the results significantly, the specimens with
different types of granite were not identified in Table 2.
Typical load-deflection curves and load-CMOD curves of
the mortar-aggregate interface beams are shown in Fig. 3a
and b. In this study, interfacial bond strength was deter-
mined from both the three-point bending test and the split-
ting test, denoted as  and , respectively. It is noted that
the magnitude of  was only about one third those of ,
indicating the weakness of the interfacial bonding between
the mortars and the coarse aggregates. Moreover, lower val-
ues of  were also due to the brittleness of the interfaces.

It can be seen that compared to the PC specimens, the
specimens with 15% fly ash had higher interfacial flexural
strength ( ) at the ages of 28 and 90 days. However, a 25%
fly ash replacement appeared to have no significant effect
on the interfacial bond strength at both ages. Higher fly ash
replacements had negative effects on the interfacial bond
strength at the age of 28 days. The specimens with 45 and
55% fly ash showed the  values to be about 25% lower
than those of the PC specimens. At 90 days, the interfacial
flexural strength of the specimens with high fly ash contents
increased and approached the value of the PC specimens.

The results of splitting tensile strength of the interface 
were consistent with those of . However, the specimens
with 25% fly ash showed higher  than the PC specimens
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Table 1
Results of the strength and fracture tests of the mortars

Mix  (N/mm
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P

 

max

 

 (KN)  (N/mm
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)

 

E

 

m

 

 (10

 

10

 

 N/m

 

2

 

)  (N/m)  (10

 

6

 

Nm

 

2

 

3/2

 

)

28 days
PC 86.8 

 

6

 

 2.9 2.72 

 

6

 

 0.18 7.33 

 

6

 

 0.21 3.46 

 

6

 

 0.20 94.3 

 

6

 

 13.0 0.83 

 

6

 

 0.06
15% FA 86.4 

 

6

 

 4.4 2.67 

 

6

 

 0.18 7.21 

 

6

 

 0.49 3.13 

 

6

 

 0.20 78.5 

 

6

 

 13.1 0.83 

 

6

 

 0.05
25% FA 77.5 

 

6

 

 6.9 2.62 

 

6

 

 0.06 7.08 

 

6

 

 0.17 3.22 

 

6

 

 0.27 87.0 

 

6

 

 12.0 0.84 

 

6

 

 0.02
45% FA 71.3 

 

6

 

 1.4 2.01 

 

6

 

 0.20 5.42 

 

6

 

 0.53 2.79 

 

6

 

 0.31 57.5 

 

6

 

 14.2 0.62 

 

6

 

 0.06
55% FA 66.3 

 

6

 

 3.1 2.30 

 

6

 

 0.19 6.20 

 

6

 

 0.52 3.10 

 

6

 

 0.19 68.0 

 

6

 

 10.2 0.70 

 

6

 

 0.06
90 days

PC 90.5 

 

6

 

 9.7 2.87 

 

6

 

 0.06 7.74 

 

6

 

 0.17 3.17 

 

6

 

 0.15 80.0 

 

6 1.7 0.88 6 0.02
15% FA 90.0 6 8.2 2.84 6 0.22 7.68 6 0.60 3.36 6 0.34 74.2 6 19.2 0.86 6 0.08
25% FA 99.0 6 2.6 2.75 6 0.07 7.43 6 0.20 3.35 6 0.04 75.9 6 7.2 0.84 6 0.02
45% FA 85.4 6 8.2 2.41 6 0.35 6.50 6 0.95 2.97 6 0.26 66.0 6 9.0 0.72 6 0.12
55% FA 74.9 6 2.3 2.07 6 0.09 5.59 6 0.23 2.79 6 0.19 75.2 6 1.8 0.63 6 0.02
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Table 2
Results of flexural tests of mortar-aggregate interface beams

Mortar mix No. of specimens Pmax (KN)  (N/mm2)  (N/m)  (106Nm23/2)  (Nm23/2)

28 days
PC 10 0.74 6 0.32 1.99 6 0.86 5.44 6 3.16 0.252 6 0.109 0.009 6 0.006
15% FA 9 0.94 6 0.29 2.54 6 0.75 9.58 6 7.77 0.329 6 0.104 0.014 6 0.006
25% FA 7 0.74 6 0.21 1.99 6 0.58 6.72 6 4.68 0.256 6 0.076 0.011 6 0.004
45% FA 7 0.56 6 0.15 1.51 6 0.41 4.34 6 2.41 0.201 6 0.068 0.010 6 0.004
55% FA 3 0.56 6 0.02 1.50 6 0.06 5.15 6 6.57 0.198 6 0.009 0.010 6 0.000

90 days
PC 8 0.91 6 0.32 2.45 6 0.86 6.18 6 1.55 0.317 6 0.110 0.016 6 0.005
15% FA 9 1.01 6 0.16 2.72 6 0.43 7.69 6 4.20 0.349 6 0.054 0.016 6 0.002
25% FA 8 0.90 6 0.23 2.43 6 0.63 10.02 6 5.02 0.309 6 0.078 0.014 6 0.004
45% FA 4 0.87 6 0.15 2.34 6 0.40 11.32 6 0.46 0.307 6 0.055 0.016 6 0.003
55% FA 3 0.91 6 0.10 2.46 6 0.28 13.68 6 0.26 0.329 6 0.042 0.019 6 0.002
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and the specimens with 15% fly ash. This was somewhat
different from the results of . Since there were only a lim-
ited number of specimens used in the splitting test, the trend
in the aforesaid observation should be confirmed when
more splitting results are available. The mortar with 45% fly
ash showed a weaker bond with the granite at 28 days, but
developed a stronger bond at later ages. The test results at
215 days were also available for the specimens with 45%
fly ash. The mortar compressive strength ( ) was 94.8 6
3.4 MPa and the interfacial splitting strength ( ) was
3.77 6 0.29 MPa. It is remarkable that from 28 to 215 days,
the interfacial splitting strength between the mortar with
45% fly ash and the granite increased by more than 100%.

The 28-day results of interfacial bond strength are con-
sistent with the observation on the interfacial porosity of
mortars, which we reported in another paper [14]. It was
found that at the age of 28 days, the interfacial porosity of
the mortars was reduced when 15 to 25% fly ash were used,
but it was slightly increased when higher percentages of fly
ash were used.

3.3. Interfacial fracture toughness and fracture energy

It is noted from Table 2 that the magnitude of the shear
stress intensity  is much smaller than that of the normal
stress intensity . This indicates that the fracture of the in-
terface between the cement mortars and the aggregates can
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be approximately considered as the Mode I fracture (tension
mode of fracture), and thus the values of  are comparable
with the toughness of mortar ( ).

Similar to the profile of , the specimen with 15% fly
ash showed higher  than the PC specimen and the speci-
mens with higher fly ash contents, at the ages of both 28 and
90 days. At 90 days, the difference in  between the PC
specimen and the specimens with high fly ash content was
insignificant. The values of  were about one third of the
values of .

The interfacial fracture energy ( ) appeared to be posi-
tively affected by fly ash replacement. At the age of 28
days, the specimens with 15 and 25% fly ash had higher 
than the PC specimens. At the age of 90 days, fly ash re-
placements at all the levels studied result in higher  than
the PC specimens. It was noted that 55% fly ash replace-
ment resulted in a 90-day  that was double the  of the
PC specimen. Relatively higher  of the fly ash-modified
mortar-aggregate interfaces may be related to the rougher
interfacial fracture surface, with unreacted fly ash particles
bonded on the granite surface. This was observed during the
tests.

The results showed that the interfacial fracture energy
( ) was only about 10% of the corresponding mortar frac-
ture energy ( ). This is consistent with the results ob-
tained by Mistui et al. [8] from the aggregate push out test
and by Tschegg et al. [26] from the wedge splitting test. The
ratio of  to  was much smaller than the ratio of  to

, indicating the fact that fracture energy and fracture
toughness reflect different aspects of the interfacial failure.

4. Discussion

4.1. Contribution by fly ash to interfacial properties

It is evident that a 15% fly ash replacement enhances the
interfacial bond strength (  and ) and fracture properties
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Table 3
Results of interfacial splitting test

Mortar mix Age (days)  (N/mm2)

PC 28 2.42 6 0.11
15% FA 28 2.63 6 0.45
25% FA 28 2.92 6 0.37
45% FA 28 1.77 6 0.37
15% FA 90 3.23 6 0.68
45% FA 90 2.45 6 0.31
45% FA 215 3.77 6 0.29

f ifsp

Fig. 3. Load-displacement curves of mortar-aggregate interface beams: (a) load-mid span deflection curves and (b) load-CMOD curves.
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(  and ) at 28 days. The contribution by fly ash to inter-
facial properties may be mainly due to the pozzolanic reac-
tion. In this study, the fly ash had a specific surface area that
was only about 10% higher than that of the Portland cement
used. The filler effect of fly ash in this case might not be of
any significance. The results of hydration studies at HKPU
[27] indicated that the same type of fly ash underwent a de-
gree of reaction of 14% at 28 days and 25% at 90 days when
used in a paste with 25% fly ash and a water/binder of 0.3.
According to Xu et al. [5], pozzolanic reaction of fly ash has
a twofold benefit. It produces calcium silicate hydrates and
calcium aluminate hydrates and it consumes Ca(OH)2 that
weakens the matrix-aggregate interfaces.

However, with higher volumes of fly ash replacement,
the specimens showed lower interfacial bond strength than
the PC specimens at the age of 28 days. This was probably
due to the lower rate of fly ash reaction in specimens with
high volumes of replacement. It has been shown that in a
paste with a 55% replacement, the degree of reaction of the
fly ash was only about 77% of that in a paste with a 25% re-
placement at the age of 28 days, and 70% at the age of 90
days [27]. Thus, high volumes of fly ash have a negative ef-
fect on the strength of both the matrix and interfaces. Such
an effect will be gradually offset by pozzolanic reaction that
can take place during prolonged curing.

4.2. Long-term interfacial bond strength development of 
high-volume fly ash systems

It is interesting to note that the interfacial bond strength
of the high-volume fly ash specimens increased proportion-
ally with increasing curing age. Fig. 4 shows a plot illustrat-
ing the development of compressive strength and interfacial
bond strength of high-volume fly ash mortar and concrete.
In this plot, compressive strength of concrete and mortar (fc

and ) and interfacial splitting strength ( ) values are re-
spectively expressed as the percentages relative to the 28-
day reference values of corresponding PC specimens. The
data of the compressive strength of the PC concrete at the
0.3 water/cement ratio are extracted from our previous pa-
per [25].
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Initially, the interfacial bond strength development of the
specimens with 45% fly ash fell behind the compressive
strength development. At the age of 28 days, the specimens
with 45% fly ash developed a compressive strength that was
about 80% of the PC mortar and PC concrete, but the inter-
facial splitting strength was only 70% of the PC specimens.
After a long period of curing, the compressive strength de-
velopment slowed down, while the interfacial bond strength
still maintained the rate of increase. From 28 to 215 days,
the interfacial bond strength ( ) of the specimens with
45% fly ash increased by more than 100%, but the mortar
compressive strength increased by only 33%.

Strengthening of interfaces can account for the higher
long-term strength increase and excellent durability proper-
ties for the high-volume fly ash concrete, as has been dem-
onstrated in many publications [12,28–30].

4.3. Internal structure characteristics of high-volume fly 
ash concrete

In general, concrete can be considered as a two-phase
composite material, with the coarse aggregates embedded in
the mortar matrix. The strength of concrete depends on the
strength of the matrix, aggregates, and interfaces. In this
study, the PC mortars and the fly ash-modified cement mor-
tars are considered as the matrix. Based on the test results,
the characteristics of the internal structure of high-volume
fly ash concrete are discussed.

It has been noted that with high fly ash contents, the mor-
tars had lower 28-day compressive strength than the PC
mortars, and the interfacial bond strength development fell
behind the compressive strength development. It can be
noted from Fig. 5 that the specimens with 45 and 55% fly
ash had lower interfacial bond strength-to-mortar strength
ratios ( /  and / ) than those of the PC specimens.
Thus, high-volume fly ash concrete at early ages is weak
both in the matrix and in the interfaces.

At later ages, the interfacial bond strength development
of the specimens with high fly ash contents surpassed the
development of the mortar compressive strength (Fig. 4).
As the mortar compressive strength development slowed

f ifsp
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f

Fig. 4. Compressive and interfacial splitting strength development of high-volume fly ash systems.
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down, the interfacial bond strength continued to increase,
leading to higher ratios of /  and /  at the age of 90
days (Fig. 5).

Moreover, it is also noted that the specimens with 45 and
55% fly ash had lower mortar fracture energy ( ) but
higher interfacial fracture energy than the PC specimens
(Fig. 6) at 90 days. Thus, after a long period of curing high-
volume fly ash concrete is relatively stronger and tougher in
interfaces compared to the PC concrete with equivalent
strength of matrix.

4.4. Deviation of the present results

Some of the results of the notched mortar-aggregate in-
terface beams showed quite large standard deviations. This
was due to the variation in the roughness of the aggregate
layers and the difficulties in preparing and handling the
specimens. Particularly, the initial conditions of the mortar-
aggregate beams had a significant effect on the final results
since the link between mortar and aggregate layer was very

f iff f m
c f iff f m

f

Gm
F

weak at the initial period of curing. Some precautions have
been made, including the use of the saturated-surface dried
model aggregates, which showed a better bond with the
mortar matrix than the dry aggregates at the initial ages. A
large number of specimens were tested, which also made
the overall result reasonable.

5. Summary and conclusions

The effects of fly ash on the mechanical and fracture pro-
perties of the cement mortar matrix and the matrix-aggre-
gate interfaces were investigated. A data set of the interfa-
cial flexural strength, the interfacial stress intensity factors
in complex form, and interfacial fracture energy were ob-
tained from the notched mortar-aggregate interface beam
test. The data of interfacial splitting strength are also pre-
sented. The results are generally comparable with available
data obtained from other approaches. Based on the results of
this investigation, the following conclusions can be drawn:

1. Replacing cement with 15 to 25% fly ash has no sig-
nificant effects on the compressive strength, flexural
strength, and fracture toughness of the mortars at the
ages of 28 and 90 days. Higher percentages of the re-
placement (45 and 55%) have negative effects on
these properties.

2. Fly ash replacements seem to result in lower fracture
energy ( ) for the mortars. Prolonged curing has a
negative effect on  for the PC mortar and the mor-
tars with 15 and 25% fly ash, but a positive effect on

 the mortars with 45 and 55% fly ash.
3. A 15% fly ash replacement increases the interfacial

bond strength (  and ) and interfacial fracture
toughness ( ) at the ages of 28 and 90 days. Fly ash
replacements at the levels of 45 and 55% reduce the

, , and  at 28 days, but recover almost all the
loss at 90 days.

Gm
F

Gm
F

Gm
F
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Kif
1
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Fig. 5. Effects of fly ash on interfacial bond strength relative to mortar strength: (a) interfacial flexural strength to mortar compressive strength and (b) interfa-
cial flexural strength to mortar flexural strength.

Fig. 6. Effects of fly ash on interfacial fracture energy relative to mortar
compressive strength.
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4. Fly ash replacements at all the levels studied result in
higher interfacial fracture energy ( ) at the age of 90
days.

5. Fly ash contributes to the interfacial properties mainly
by the pozzolanic effect. For concrete with high vol-
umes of fly ash, a better interfacial bond requires 90
days of curing. Initially, the interfacial bond strength
development falls behind the compressive strength
development, but at later ages the former surpasses
the latter. Strengthening of the interfaces can account
for higher long-term strength and excellent durability
properties for the high-volume fly ash concrete.

6. At early ages, high-volume fly ash concrete is weak
both in matrix and interfaces, but at the age of 90
days, it is relatively stronger and tougher in interfaces
compared to the PC concrete with equivalent matrix
strength.
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Appendix I. Calculation of interfacial stress
intensity factors

If the thickness of the sandwich layer h is small com-
pared to the crack length and to all other relevant in-plane
length quantities, the interface stress intensity factor Kif has
a universal asymptotic relationship with the stress intensity
factor K∞ for homogenous problem [24], as shown in Eq. (1):

(1)

where ω 5 ω(a,b), provided by Suo and Hutchinson [24],
is given in Appendix II of this paper. The oscillation index «
depends on b according to Eq. (2).

(2)

where a and b are the moduli mismatch parameters of Dun-
durs [21], calculated by Eq. (3):

(3)

where ,

E, m, and n are the Young’s modulus, shear modulus, and
Poisson’s ratio, respectively. The superscript m and agg de-
note mortar and aggregate, respectively. In the present
study, the values of Em were obtained from the three-point
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bend test and nm was assumed to be 0.2. The parameter a
measures the relative stiffness of the two materials and the
parameter b causes the linear crack-tip stress and displace-
ment fields to oscillate.

Based on the linear elastic mechanics [18,19] for three-
point bending homogenous specimens, mode I fracture is
considered, and [see Eq. (4)]

 (4)

where a is the notch length;

 

for three-point bend test, with P 5 maximum load; and f1 is
a geometrical correction factor for the three-point bending
specimen, given by Eq. (5)

(5)

The interface stress intensity factor is then given by Eq. (6)

(6)

Hence [see Eqs. (7) and (8)]
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Appendix II. 

v(a, b) values in degree [24]

a

b 20.8 20.6 20.4 20.2 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

20.4 2.2 3.5
20.3 3.0 4.0 3.3 1.4
20.2 3.6 4.1 3.4 2.0 20.3 23.3
20.1 4.0 4.1 3.3 2.0 0.1 22.3 25.5 210.8

0.0 4.4 3.8 2.9 1.6 0.0 22.1 24.7 28.4 214.3
0.1 2.3 1.1 20.5 22.3 24.5 27.4 211.6
0.2 21.3 23.0 24.9 27.3 210.5
0.3 25.8 27.8 210.4
0.4 211.3

References

[1] A. Bentur, M.D. Cohen, Effect of condensed silica fume on the mi-
crostructure of the interfacial zone in portland cement mortars, J Am
Ceram Soc 70 (1987) 738–743.

[2] M.H. Zhang, O.E. Gjørv. Microstructure of the interfacial zone be-
tween lightweight aggregate and cement paste, Cem Concr Res 20
(1990) 610–618.



Y.L. Wong et al. / Cement and Concrete Research 29 (1999) 1905–1913 1913

[3] D.P. Bentz, E.J. Garboczi, Simulation studies of the effects of mineral
admixtures on the cement paste-aggregate interfacial zone, ACI Ma-
terials J 88 (1991) 518–529.

[4] W.A. Pope, M.H. Jennings, The influence of mixing on the micro-
structure of the cement paste/aggregate interfacial zone and on the
strength of mortar, J Mat Sci 27 (1992) 6452 – 6462.

[5] A. Xu , S.L. Sarkar, L.O. Nilsson, Effect of fly ash on the micro-
structure of cement mortar, Materials and Structures 26 (1993)
414–424.

[6] A. Goldman, A. Bentur, Bond effects in high-strength silica fume
concrete, ACI Materials J 86 (1989) 440–447.

[7] K. Wu, J. Zhou, The influence of the matrix-aggregate bond on the
strength and brittleness of concrete, in: Bonding in Cementitious
Composites, Symposium proceedings, vol. 114, Materials Research
Society, Pittsburgh, 1988, pp. 29–34.

[8] K. Mitsui, Z. Li, D.A. Lange, S.P. Shah, Relationship between micro-
structure and mechanical properties of the paste-interface, ACI Mate-
rials J 91 (1994) 30–39.

[9] W.S. Langley, G.G. Carette, V.M. Malhotra, Structural concrete in-
corporating high volumes of ASTM Class F fly ash, ACI Materials J
86 (1989) 507–514.

[10] G. Carette, A. Bilodeau, R.L. Chevrier, V.M. Malhotra, Mechanical
properties of concrete incorporating high volumes of fly ash from
sources in the U. S., ACI Materials J 90 (1993) 535–544.

[11] P.K. Mehta, P.J.M. Monteiro, Effect of aggregate, cement, and min-
eral admixtures on the microstructure of the transition zone, in: Bond-
ing in Cementitious Composites, Symposium proceedings, vol. 114,
Materials Research Society, Pittsburgh, 1988, pp. 65–75.

[12] M. Saito, M. Kawamura, Effect of fly ash and slag on the interfacial
zone between cement and aggregate, in: Fly Ash, Silica Fume, and
Natural Pozzolans in Concrete, SP-114, v.1, American Concrete In-
stitute, Detroit, 1989, pp. 669–688.

[13] J. Bijen, I. Selst, CUR Report 144, Fly Ash as Addition to Concrete,
Research carried out by INTRON, Institute for Material and Environ-
mental Research B.V., A.A. Balkema, Rotterdam, 1992.

[14] C.S. Poon, L. Lam, Y.L. Wong, Effects of fly ash and silica fume on
interfacial porosity, Journal of Materials in Civil Engineering ASCE
11 (1999) 197–205.

[15] C.S. Poon, L. Lam, Y.L. Wong, A study on high strength concrete
prepared with large volumes of low calcium fly ash, submitted to
Cem Concr Res (1999).

[16] ASTM D3148-93, Standard test method for elastic modulii of intact

rock core specimens in uniaxial compression, Annual Book of ASTM
Standards, Vol. 04.08.

[17] K.M. Lee, O. Buyukozturk, A. Oumera, Fracture analysis of mortar-
aggregate interfaces in concrete, Journal of Engineering Mechanics,
ASCE 118 (1992) 2031–2047.

[18] H. Tada, P.C. Paris, G.R. Irwin, The Stress Analysis of Cracks Hand-
book, Del Research Corporation, Hellertown, PA, 1976.

[19] RILEM Committee on Fracture Mechanics of Concrete Test Meth-
ods, Determination of fracture parameters (Ks

IC and CTODc) of plain
concrete using three-point bend tests, Materials and Structures 23
(1990) 457–461.

[20] RILEM 50—FMC Committee, Determination of the fracture energy
of mortar and concrete by means of three-point bend tests on notched
beams, Materials and Structures 18 (1985) 285–290.

[21] Dundurs, Edge-bonded dissimilar orthogonal elastic wedges under
normal and shear loading, Journal of Applied Mechanics, Transac-
tions of ASME 36 (1969) 650–654.

[22] J.R. Rice, Elastic fracture mechanics concepts for interfacial cracks, Jour-
nal of Applied Mechanics, Transaction of the ASME 55 (1988) 98–103.

[23] J.W. Hutchinson, M.E. Mear, J.R. Rice, Crack paralleling an inter-
face between dissimilar materials, Journal of Applied Mechanics,
Transaction of the ASME 54 (1987) 828–832.

[24] Z. Suo, J.W. Hutchinson, Sandwich test specimens for measuring in-
terface crack toughness, Material Science and Engineering A107
(1989) 135–143.

[25] L. Lam, Y.L. Wong, C.S. Poon, Effect of fly ash and silica fume on
compressive and fracture behaviors of concrete, Cem Concr Res 28
(1998) 271–283.

[26] E.K. Tschegg, H.M. Rotter, P.E. Roelfstra, U. Bourgund, P. Jussel,
Fracture mechanical behavior of aggregate-cement matrix interfaces,
Journal of Materials in Civil Engineering, ASCE 7 (1995) 199–203.

[27] L. Lam, C.S. Poon, Y.L. Wong, Degree of hydration of high volume
fly ash/cement pastes, submitted to Cem Concr Res (1999).

[28] V. Sivasundaram, G.G. Carette, V.M. Malhotra, Long-term strength
development of high-volume fly ash concrete, Cem Concr Comp 12
(1990) 263–270.

[29] V.M. Malhotra, Durability of concrete incorporating high-volume of low-
calcium (ASTM Class F) fly ash, Cem Concr Comp 12 (1990) 271–277.

[30] V.M. Malhotra, G.G. Carette, Performance of high-volume fly ash
concrete at a marine exposure station at Treat Island, Maine, in: S.
Nagataki, T. Nireki, F. Tomosawa, (Eds.), Durability of Building Ma-
terials and Components 6, E & FN Spon, 1993.


