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Chloride attack is one of the major causes of deterioration of reinforced concrete structures. In order to
evaluate the chloride behavior in concrete, a reasonable prediction for the diffusion coefficient of chloride
ion, which governs mechanism of chloride diffusion inside concrete, is basically required. However, it is
difficult to obtain chloride diffusion coefficients from experiments due to time and cost limitations.

In this study, a numerical technique for chloride diffusion in high performance concrete (HPC) using a neural
network algorithm is proposed. In order to collect comparative data on diffusion coefficients in concrete with
various mineral admixtures such as ground granulated blast-furnace slag (GGBES), fly ash (FA), and silica
fume (SF), a series of electrically driven chloride penetration tests was performed. Seven material
components in various mix designs and duration time are selected as neurons in a back-propagation
algorithm, and associated learning of the neural network is carried out. An evaluation technique for chloride
behavior in HPC using the obtained diffusion coefficients from the neural network algorithm is developed
based on, so-called, Multi-Component Hydration Heat Model (MCHHM ) and Micro Pore Structure Formation
Model (MPSFM). The applicability of the developed technique is verified by comparing the analytical
simulation results and the experimental results obtained in this study. Furthermore, this proposed technique
using the neural network algorithm and micro modeling is applied to available experimental data for
verification of its applicability.
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1. Introduction temperature, and mixture proportions, the diffusion coefficient of

chloride ion is the most significant parameter to be derived for

Even concrete is considered as an economical and durable
construction material, concrete structures show degradation of
durability as well as structural performance in severe environmental
condition. Quantitative data on chloride penetration is essential to
predict the residual service life of concrete structures due to chloride
attack, because chloride ion directly affects degradation of durability
performance and further the structural safety of concrete structures
due to chloride induced reinforcement corrosion. The research field on
evaluation of chloride diffusion in concrete is growing with con-
sideration for diffusion, permeation [1] and binding capacity of
chloride ions [2,3]. Recently, numerical techniques covering chloride
diffusion in partially saturated condition [4], chloride behavior in
concrete with early-age cracking [5], and micro structures formation
modeling in high performance concrete [6,7] are proposed based on
behavior in early-age concrete considering hydration and micro pore
structure. Among parameters such as diffusion coefficient, humidity,
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prediction of service life or residual life of concrete structures. Several
simple equations for apparent diffusion coefficient obtained from
regression analysis with water to cement ratio (W/C) or replacement
ratio of mineral admixtures are generally used for the prediction of
service life in the Standard Specification [8,9] and conventional
analysis tools [10]. However, they have a limited applicability, e.g.,
which cannot consider various characteristics in mix design. Recently,
some researches on neural network in data processing are introduced
in the field of durability and they are very efficient compared with
simple regression method obtained from experimental data. In area of
research on concrete, a neural network technique is mainly applied to
mixture design [11-14], strength evaluation [15,16], and reaction of
hydration [17,18]. In this study, a neural network technique, which is
mainly utilized in mixture design and strength evaluation, is applied
for estimation of chloride diffusion coefficient. The estimation of
diffusion coefficient through neural network considering various
components in mixture design and the development of analysis
technique with the estimated diffusion coefficient are meaningful for
quantitative evaluation for chloride behavior in concrete.

In this paper, electrically driven chloride penetration tests for
diffusion coefficient are performed for the concretes with various
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Fig. 1. Flowchart of this study.

parameters such as W/C ratios (37%, 42% and 47%), mineral
admixtures like ground granulated blast-furnace slag (GGBS), fly ash
(FA), silica fume (SF) with different replacement ratios. Secondly, 120
diffusion coefficients obtained from experiment are analyzed through
neural network algorithm and diffusion coefficients are also esti-
mated. Then, the estimated coefficients are applied to numerical
modeling for chloride penetration based on Multi-Component
Hydration Heat Model(MCHHM) and Micro Pore Structure Formation
Model(MPSFM) [4,7,18]. Finally, the numerical simulation results of
chloride diffusion from the proposed model with neural networks are
compared with experimental results. A reasonable agreement with
obtained results confirms the applicability of the proposed model. The
flowchart of this study is shown in Fig. 1.

2. Estimation from neural network algorithm
2.1. Background of neural network

An overview study on neural network algorithms is provided by
McCulloch and Pitt [19]. A neuron as a unit with process of stimulus and
reaction is generalized in this system. The training for learning a set of data
is performed with weight (connection strength), transfer function, and
biases. The error between calculated results and expected results is
decreased with increasing epochs and training for learning is finished
within a target convergence.

In this study, a back-propagation algorithm is used for the neural
network. Fig. 2 shows an outline of a simple neural network architecture
[20].

In this network, each element of input value is connected to each
neuron input through the weight matrix. Neurons (N;) and activated

values (H;) in the hidden layer are formulated as Eqs. (1) and (2).
N =Y Wil

H =N +5)

(1)

(2)

where J; is input value, Wj; is the weight or the connection strength, f
is the transfer function, B; is bias. Activated value (O) can be written
as Eq. (3).

O = f (D WigH; + By) 3)

In the back-propagation algorithm, error (E) is formulated as Eq. (4)
concerning target value (Tj).

1 2
E=5 (:Z O, — Tk> (4)

k=1

To minimize this error, weights or connection strength are modified
backward from neurons in output layer and the weights are modified as
per Egs. (5) and (6), respectively.

AWy = noeH;, AB = nby, 0 = (Ty — Ok)f' (Ny) (5)

AWj; = n6H;, AB; = oy, 6 = (W’05’<>f / (NJ) ©)

where §; and & are gradients of the total error, and 1) is the learning
rate.
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Fig. 2. Outline of simple neural network architecture [20].
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Table 1
Condition of accelerated test.
Conditions Levels Cell
Electrolyte Cathode| 0.5 Mole NaCl Rubber cap Power supply
Anode  [Saturated Ca(OH), |Acrylic pipe Concrete specimen
Applied voltage (V) 30 ] : 1"

Thickness (mm) 50

Duration time (hour) 8

After the finishing modification, the neural network algorithm
repeats the calculation and modification process until error decreases
within the target convergence. Each input and output value has
boundary limits from 0.0 to 1.0 so it is necessary to perform data
processing. Data processing for input and output is described as Eq. (7).

P = Pacutal - Pmin (7)
! P, max P min

where P, is input value for training of learning, P,y is actual input data,

Pinax and P, are maximum and minimum value of a set of input data.

2.2. Estimation for chloride diffusion coefficient through rapid chloride
penetration test

2.2.1. Experiment program for acquisition of diffusion coefficient

It is difficult to assume the reasonable diffusion coefficient in concrete
with various mineral admixtures without conducting experiment. The
diffusion cell and experimental set up is provided in ASTM C 1202 [21] and
the calculation of the diffusion coefficient is performed by an electrical
method (non-steady state migration diffusion coefficient) proposed by
previous researches [22,23]. Silver nitrate solution (0.1 N, AgNOs3) is used
as an indicator [24]. The diffusion coefficient in non-steady state
conditions is calculated through Egs. (8) and (9).

RTL x4 — a/Xg

cpd — ZFU t (8)
o R ety _ 2
a=2 FU erf |1 Co] 9)

where Dq is diffusion coefficient in non-steady state condition from
RCPT (m?/s), R is universal gas constant (8.314 J/mol K), T is absolute
temperature (K), L is thickness of specimen (m), z is ionic valence (= 1.0),
F is Faraday constant (=96,500 J/V mol), U is applied potential (V), t is
test duration time (s), Cy is the chloride concentration at which the color
changes when using a colorimetric method to measure x4 based on the
reference [22,24], Gy is chloride concentration in the upstream solution
(mol/1), ais an experimental constant, erf~ ! is the inverse function of the
error function. According to the previous research [22], erf~ (1 — (2Cq/
Co)) is calculated as 0.764 and zFU/RTL is 23,600 (m~ ') in this study. The

Table 2
Chemical composition of cement and physical properties of mineral admixtures used.

Items Chemical composition (mass %) Physical properties
Types SiO, AlL,O3; Fe;03 CaO MgO SO; Ig. loss Specific gravity Blaine

(g/cm?) (ecm?/g)
NPC 2196 527 344 6341 213 196 0.79 3.6 3214
GGBS 3274 1323 041 4414 562 184 02 2.89 4340
FA 5566 2776 704 270 114 049 43 219 3,621
S 933 05 121 027 103 002 11 221 190,620

Table 3
Mixture proportions for the tests.
Code: W/B S/a  Unit weight (kg/m?®) % of binder
names of mixture (%) (%) used

W  Binding materials S G Admixture

C GGBS FA SF SP AE

NPC100-37 37 45 168 454 - - - 767 952 10 0.017
NPC100-42 42 45 168 400 - - - 787 976 09 0.015
NPC100-47 47 47 168 357 - - - 838 960 0.85 0.017
G30N70-37 37 45 168 318 136 - - 762 946 0.8 0.018
G30N70-42 42 45 168 280 120 - - 783 972 0.75 0.013
G30N70-47 47 47 168 250 107 - - 835 956 0.65 0.015
G50N50-37 37 45 168 227 227 - - 760 943 0.75 0.017
G50N50-42 42 45 168 200 200 - - 780 969 0.7 0.0135
G50N50-47 47 47 168 178 179 - - 832 953 0.6 0.015
F10N90-37 37 45 168 409 - 45 - 760 943 0.75 0.018
F10N90-42 42 45 168 360 - 40 - 780 969 0.9 0.021
F10N90-47 47 47 168 321 - 36 - 832 952 0.75 0.017
F20N80-37 37 45 168 363 - 91 - 752 934 0.75 0.018
F20N80-42 42 45 168 320 - 80 - 774 961 0.85 0.025
F20N80-47 47 47 168 286 - 71 - 826 946 0.7 0.017
F30N70-37 37 45 168 318 - 136 - 745 952 0.75 0.2
F30N70-42 42 45 168 280 - 120 - 768 953 0.75 0.015
F30N70-47 47 47 168 250 - 107 - 820 939 0.65 0.019
F10S05-37 37 45 168 386 - 45 23 756 938 1.0 0.023
F10S05-42 42 45 168 340 - 40 20 777 965 09 0.021
F10S05-47 47 47 168 303 - 36 18 829 950 0.9 0.021
F20S05-37 37 45 168 340 - 91 23 749 929 09 0.023
F20S05-42 42 45 168 300 - 80 20 771 957 0.85 0.025
F20S05-47 47 47 168 268 - 71 18 810 927 09 0.025
G30S05-37 37 45 168 295 136 - 23 759 942 0.75 0.015
G30S05-42 42 45 168 260 120 - 20 765 949 0.75 0.015
G30S05-47 47 47 168 232 107 - 18 832 952 0.8 0.015
G35F15-37 37 45 168 227 159 68 - 751 932 0.65 0.014
G35F15-42 42 45 168 200 140 60 - 773 959 0.65 0.014
G35F15-47 47 47 168 178 125 54 - 804 921 0.7 0.014
Table 4
Test results for chloride diffusion coefficient with different curing period.
Code: Diffusion coefficient x 10~ "' (m?/s)
names of mixture 28 days 91 days 180 days 270 days
NPC100-37 13 1.1 0.8 0.7
NPC100-42 1.5 14 11 0.94
NPC100-47 18 1.6 15 12
G30N70-37 0.93 0.71 0.67 043
G30N70-42 1.1 0.76 0.76 0.54
G30N70-47 12 0.84 0.80 0.64
G50N50-37 6.3 0.37 0.25 0.24
G50N50-42 0.86 0.53 0.47 0.32
G50N50-47 11 0.72 0.65 043
F10N90-37 14 091 0.77 0.63
F10N90-42 1.5 1.0 0.94 0.76
F10N90-47 1.7 12 1.1 1.0
F20N80-37 13 0.66 0.57 045
F20N80-42 1.6 1.0 0.69 0.58
F20N80-47 1.9 11 0.93 0.70
F30N70-37 13 0.72 0.50 0.47
F30N70-42 1.6 0.81 0.54 0.52
F30N70-47 2.2 0.95 0.74 0.62
F10S05-37 0.69 042 0.31 0.24
F10S05-42 0.78 0.54 0.41 033
F10S05-47 0.89 0.67 0.48 0.36
F20S05-37 0.60 041 0.35 0.29
F20S05-42 0.71 0.64 0.48 045
F20S05-47 0.88 0.73 0.64 0.61
G30S05-37 0.53 033 0.23 0.22
G30S05-42 0.58 041 0.28 0.25
G30S05-47 0.61 0.48 0.31 0.29
G35F15-37 0.50 0.38 0.31 0.27
G35F15-42 0.65 040 0.36 0.29
G35F15-47 0.88 0.54 0.45 043
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Fig. 3. Flow chart for application of neural network algorithm—input and output.

condition of the accelerated test, properties of cement compounds and
mineral admixtures, and mixture proportions are summarized in
Tables 1-3, respectively. In Table 1, the types of electrolyte are selected
according to the previous work [23] and information on cement and
aggregates are listed in Table 2.

In Table 3, NPC100-A denotes concrete with only OPC and W/C (A%)
ratio. GANB-C denotes concrete with GGBFS A% replacement ratio, OPC B%
replacement ratio, W/B (C%) ratio. In using fly ash, FANB-C denotes fly
ash A% replacement ratio, OPC B% replacement ratio, W/B (C%) ratio and S
means the replacement ratio of silica fume. In Table 4, the test results for
diffusion coefficient with different curing period are listed, which are used
for training the output values in neural network algorithm.

2.2.2. Estimation of diffusion coefficient with neural network algorithm

For using neural network with back-propagation, 8 input values are
set up as neurons involving W/B ratio, unit weight of OPC, GGBS, fly ash,
silica fume, sand, coarse aggregate, and duration time in submerged
condition. Output value is determined as diffusion coefficient of chloride
ion. In data processing for input values, Pax and Py, are assumed as
1000 and 0.0, respectively, and for output values, Py.x and Py, are
assumed as 20.0x 10~ 2 (m?/s) and 0.0 (m?/s). In order to consider
effective material components and decrease in diffusion coefficient with
duration time, 7 components in mixture design and duration time
(28 days, 91 days, 180 days, and 270 days) in submerged condition are
selected as neurons. Tansig function is used as transfer function. Target
epochs and mean square error are assumed as 1000 and 0.001,
respectively. Flowchart for input/output value is shown in Fig. 3 and
decrease in error with training is plotted in Fig. 4 showing the 519 epochs.

The comparison with the results of estimated diffusion coefficient
and experimental data with 10% error bars is shown in Fig. 5. The lines
are the simulated results (diffusion coefficient) through neural
network algorithm. Generally, the estimated results represent the
decrease in diffusion coefficient with increasing replacement ratio of
GGBS, fly ash, silica fume, and duration time reasonably. The
difference varies from 0.06% to 26% and average between experi-
mental data and simulated data is evaluated to be 7.5% for 120 data-
set. If the test results show better correlation, the difference between
experimental and simulated data can be significantly reduced. The
minimum chloride diffusion coefficient is measured in the case of high
replacement ratio of GGBS with silica fume (OPC 65%, GGBS 30%, and
silica fume 5%).

In FEM analysis, time-dependent effect on diffusion [25,26] is
considered through regression analysis as Eq. (10). Each diffusion

coefficient obtained from neural network and its respective time-
parameter (m) is applied to FEM analysis.

Dieurat(t) = D ()" 10
neural( ) — “neural28 ( )

Tduration

where Dpeyral(t) is time-dependent diffusion coefficient, Dpeyraizs 1S
estimated diffusion coefficient obtained from neural network at 28 days,
tyg is reference time (=28 days), Tquration iS duration time of chloride
penetration. The time-parameter (m) is estimated to be 0.13-0.24 in
concrete of OPC 100% and the higher values over 0.20 are estimated in
concrete with mineral admixtures. The difference of time parameter
mainly depends on increases in CSH gel and decreases in porosity through
pozzolanic reaction, which is closely related with binder type of mixture.

3. Analysis for chloride penetration based on micro pore structure
3.1. Free and bound chloride content

The main route for transport of chloride ion is dependent on pore
water which exists in the pores of concrete. So the relationship between

Mean Square Error
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Fig. 4. Decrease in error with repeated training of learning.
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Fig. 5. Results of experiment and estimation.

chloride ion, C¢ and free chloride content, Cyec is determined by the
pore water in concrete. In this paper, the free chloride content (kg/m>)
in unit volume of concrete can be obtained as Eq. (11).

Cfree = CCIMCI(/)tOtBISVSOI (11)
where C¢ (mol/1)is chloride ion concentration, M¢ (kg/mol) is molar
weight of chloride, ¢ota iS total porosity of concrete, S is saturation
ratio, Vso is volume parameter of pore water in unit concrete volume
(1000 1/m?>). Chloride ion in concrete can be divided into free chloride

content which affects steel corrosion directly and bound chloride content
which exists as chemically stable salts such as Friedel's salt. The bound
chloride content is reported to be independent of W/C ratio or cement
content but dependent on the type of binder, so long as not exposed to
chemically unstable condition like carbonation [27,28]. In this study, a
Freundlich isotherm [2] is used for the relationship between bound
chloride content and chloride ion. For produced hydrates, porosity and
system dynamics for describing their interactions including chloride ion
transfer are based on Multi-Component Hydration Heat Model (MCHHM)
and Micro Pore Structure Formation Model (MPSFM). These models can



H.-W. Song, S.-]. Kwon / Cement and Concrete Research 39 (2009) 814-824

(g) OPC 85%, FA 10%, and SF 5%

1.5
O  experiment : W/B 37%
analysis : W/B 37%
E‘ A experiment : W/B 42%
@0 = = =analysis: W/B 42%
NE O experiment : W/B 47%
: | = = analysis : W/B 47%
uli
Z
S
@
=
:'_é
o 05
=l
s
£
(&
0 L L L L L
0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Time(days)

(h) OPC 75%, FA 20%, and SF 5%

1.5
O experiment : W/B 37%
analysis : W/B 37%
m A experiment : W/B 42%
. = = = gnalysis : W/B 42%
&‘é‘ O experiment: W/B 47%
- 1 = = analysis : W/B 47%
-
w
2 I%\ .
2 ~
[7] - »
E L ""_'i"—---_é
-] " -
2 SERIIIIIIR
S
= Q
[&]
0 L L L L L
0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Time(days)

819

(i) OPC 65%, GGBS 30%, and SF 5%
1

O experiment : W/B 37%
analysis : W/B 37%

A experiment : W/B 42%
= = = analysis : W/B 42%
0.75 [rommemmmemsmm e O experiment : W/B 47%

= = analysis : W/B 47%

L

Chloride diffusivity E-11 (m%/sec)
(=]
(4]
T

0 1 1 1 . f
0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Time(days)
(j) OPC 50%, GGBS 35%, and FA 15%
1 -
O experiment : W/B 37%
analysis : W/B 37%
o * A experiment : W/B 42%
2 \ = = = analysis : W/B 42%
&E [ I O experiment : W/B 47%
- \ = = analysis : W/B 47%
= .
] % *
£
2 05
@
3
E
o
[}
=]
§ 0.25 [oormemmmmrem e
=
Q
0 . | f ) "
0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Time(days)

Fig. 5 (continued).

be found in previous reports [4,5,7,18,29-32]. Bound chloride content can
be assumed as Eq. (12).

B B
Cbound =A- BCSH : WCONC . CCl = C(l - ¢T0nal) : WCONC : CCl (12)

where A, B and C are material constants, 3csy is weight ratio (weight of
CSH gel/weight of concrete), Weone (kg/m?) is weight of concrete, the
constant, B is referred as previous work [2]. Silica fume (5%) effect on
formation of CSH is not so significant that only decrease in porosity and
diffusion coefficient is considered for simplicity of the analysis. Constants
for FEM analysis of bound chloride content are shown in Table 5. The note
for constants in Table 5 is adopted from previous work [2] and the other
constants are assumed for the fitting the chloride profiles in this study.

3.2. FEM analysis for chloride penetration with neural network and system
dynamics in early-age concrete

In order to simulate chloride behavior in concrete, porosity and
saturation in early-age concrete should be provided in governing equation
for mass and energy conservation in porous media given by Eq. (13)

a8 1 i %, vX) — Q= 0 (13)

boat

where the first term is potential term, the second term is flux term and
the last term is sink term of [X;] in Eq. (13). The details of [X;] and
composition terms are explained in Table 6.

From Table 6, pC is specific heat capacity, Ky is thermal conductivity,
Qy is heat generation rate, K; and K, are liquid and vapor conductivities,
Qnya is combined water due to hydration. In this study, diffusion coefficient
from neural network with time, Dyera1(t), is used in governing equation.

Table 5
Constants for FEM analysis in this study.

Mixture type GCoound = C(1 — drotal) - Weone - C&

Cx10° B
OPC 100% 3.57% 0.38*
Slag 30% replacement 3.82° 0.37%
Slag 50% replacement 5.87% 0.29%
Fly ash 10% replacement 3.78° 0.29"
Fly ash 20% replacement 3.78° 0.29°
Fly ash 30% replacement 3.78" 0.29°
Slag 35% + Fly ash 15% replacement 4.85° 033"

2 Ref. [2].
> Assumed data.
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Table 6
Terms used in governing equation for mass and energy conservation.
Variables [X;] Potential term Flux term Sink term
T[Temperature]  pC [kcal/K m?] — Ky VT [kcal/m? s] Qy [keal/m? s]
-Constant -Constant -Multi-Component Hydration Heat Model of cement
P[Pore pressure]  $p2S [kg/Pa m’] — K+ K, VP [kg/m? s] —Qhyd — d(fﬁ‘b) [kg/m? s]
-Path dependent moisture isotherms -Random geometry of pores and Knudsen vapor diffusion -Water combined due to hydration; bulk porosity change effect
—_ b8 2 3
Cq [Chloride ion™ &S [mol 1/mol m?] Dneuralos (Tdumion) VCa + gsCal [mol/m? ] Qalmol/m’s]

concentration]  -Path dependent chloride ion transport

-Chloride diffusion obtained from neural network

-Bound chloride content along with Freundlich isotherm in unit time

-Moisture diffusion and convection (qs)

Sink term (Qg, bound chloride ion in unit time) in analysis of chloride
penetration is considered as Eq. (14) [4,5].

cn +1 _ cn
ch — b(;und — btound (1 4)
n+1 n

A computational scheme of FEM analysis, based on framework of FEM
program-DuCom developed by the University of Tokyo [4,17,18,31,32], for
chloride penetration with neural network and system dynamics in early-
age concrete is shown in Fig. 6.

START

4. Verification of test results for chloride penetration

Comparison with experimental and numerical results using
diffusion coefficient from neural network is performed. Concrete
specimens with various mineral admixtures as shown in Table 3 are
prepared and they are cured in submerged condition for 28 days. After
curing, they are submerged in 3.5% NaCl solution for 6 months. The
specimens were coated with resin except for upside surface for 1-D
intrusion of chloride ion. For evaluation of chloride profiles, acid-
soluble chloride contents are measured based on the reference [33].
Total chloride content with 2.0 mm depth was obtained. Fig. 7 shows

_§Mix design (W/B, unit weight of C, GGBS, FA, SF, Sand, Coarse Agg. )

Duration time in submerged condition

Data Processing

Back propagation

Sigmoid function

1
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1
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m ® I Dneuraru) = 'Dnsum.r za'( d::m)m
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! 2-D Heat Transfer Analysis | i :
___________________________________ i Amountof !
— J_I Convergence check | ! hydrates |
Establish | . b4 Exterior R.H| |} i
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And Capacity term : g5 Tmmimimimm !
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| [2 STEP] (T=T>) |

Fig. 6. Scheme of FEM analysis for chloride penetration with neural network and system dynamics.
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ol — Generally, the numerical results are in good agreement with
3.5% NaCl Solution Temp. 20°C experimental data. Some numerical data show more chloride
______ . Time step : 0.5day intrusion than experimental data and it is expected that slightly

:>< 5 I h— Multi-Component Hydration hi . . . . . . .
N B Heat Model igher diffusion coefficient is obtained in accelerated test and it causes
''''' - T the differences. The diffusion coefficient from this study is obtained
Micro Pore Structure from the electrically accelerated method and the data may be not

Formation Model . . . . . .

enough to explain the pure diffusion of chloride ion in pore water
i 2mm | which has various ions like potassium and calcic compound. However,
0‘6'““'”“; 112l alals|lel7|algl-|5mm| Chleride Penetration Model these diffusion coefficients are obtained from convenient and relevant
NaCl method [22,23]. For more idealized data-set, apparent coefficient from

the specimens under long time submerged condition can be applied to
Fig. 7. Boundary condition and mesh generation for FEM analysis. this technique.

The calculated results of chloride behavior in concrete with same
boundary condition and mesh generation for FEM analysis and Fig. 8 water to binder ratio are shown in Fig. 9. It is evaluated that chloride
shows the results from experiment and FEM analysis with time- penetration in concrete with more mineral admixture is decreased in
parameter (m) in Eq. (10). spite of higher surface chloride content. The reduced diffusion
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Fig. 8. Comparison with experimental and numerical results.
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(g) OPC 85%, FA 10% and SF 5% (m=0.35)
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Fig. 8 (continued).

coefficient and magnified binding capacity due to mineral admixture
make chloride-penetrated depth shorter and surface chloride con-
tents higher, respectively.

This developed technique has the advantage of applicability to
different mix design. Two mix designs where this technique is applied
and estimated results of chloride diffusion coefficient are shown in
Table 7. The comparisons of numerical and experimental results are
shown in Figs. 10 and 11, where free chloride content in each case is
simulated one. Reasonably this proposed technique is shown to
predict the chloride behavior without experimentally obtained
diffusion coefficient. The constants for binding capacity of chloride
ion are described in Table 5.

5. Conclusions

The conclusions of this study on evaluation technique for chloride
penetration in high performance concrete using neural network
algorithm and micro pore structures are as follows.

1) The evaluation technique for chloride penetration behavior with
time-dependent diffusion coefficient obtained from neural network
algorithm and micro models considering behaviors in early-age
concrete is developed. Through the comparison of experimental data
and numerical simulation results, the developed technique is shown
to have rational applicability to different mixture designs of HPC.

2) Itis shown that diffusion coefficients can be estimated successfully
through neural network algorithm having 8 neurons, which are 7
components in mixture design and duration time in submerged
condition. For 120 data-set of diffusion coefficients, average of

difference between estimated results from neural network and
from experimental data is evaluated to be 7.5%.

3) By utilizing more extensive and quantitative data-set considering
mineral admixtures, time duration, and a large number of test
specimens, this proposed technique on neural network algorithm can
be more effective for evaluation of chloride penetration.
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Fig. 10. Comparison of experimental and numerical results (OPC 100%).
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Fig. 11. Comparison of experimental and numerical results (OPC 80% + FA 20%).

H.-W. Song, S.-J. Kwon / Cement and Concrete Research 39 (2009) 814-824

(a) 30 after weeks

0.6

- = = - analysis : W/B 38% (free)
analysis : W/B 38% (total)

O  experiment : W/B 38% (total) [34]

chloride content (% of concrete)

30
concrete cover (mm)

(b) 46 after weeks
0.6

40

- = - - analysis : W/B 38% (free)
analysis : W/B 38% (total)

O  experiment : W/B 38% (total) [34]

chloride content (% of concrete)

30
concrete cover (mm)

40

[32] T. Ishida, K. Maekawa, T. Kishi, Enhanced modeling of moisture equilibrium and
transport in cementitious materials under arbitrary temperature and relative
humidity history, Cem. Concr. Res. 37 (2007) 565-578.

[33] AASHTO, Standard method of test for sampling and testing for chloride ion in
concrete and concrete raw materials. AASHTO T260-97: American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials, Washington, D.C., 898-904.

[34] S.Y. Jang, Modeling of chloride transport and carbonation in concrete and
prediction of service life of concrete structures considering corrosion of steel
reinforcement, Ph. D. Dissertation, Dept. of Civil Engineering, Seoul National
University, Korea, 2003.



	Evaluation of chloride penetration in high performance concrete using neural network algorithm .....
	Introduction
	Estimation from neural network algorithm
	Background of neural network
	Estimation for chloride diffusion coefficient through rapid chloride penetration test
	Experiment program for acquisition of diffusion coefficient
	Estimation of diffusion coefficient with neural network algorithm


	Analysis for chloride penetration based on micro pore structure
	Free and bound chloride content
	FEM analysis for chloride penetration with neural network and system dynamics in early-age conc.....

	Verification of test results for chloride penetration
	Conclusions
	Acknowledgment
	References




