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Abstract

In this study, a simple and convenient method for observing the surface morphology of hydrated porous ceramic green bodies is
proposed. The porous hyrdoxyapatite (HAp) green body was prepared by a gelcasting process and was dried in a humid chamber from
90 to 50% relative humidity at 25 °C before subsequent treatment with a hydrophilic ionic liquid (IL). The surface morphology of the
IL-treated porous HAp green body was observed using FE-SEM. The results showed that the pore morphology and microstructure of
the HAp green body was readily observable without evidence of charging. The as-prepared sample showed pores approximately 300
600 pm in diameter, which gradually contracted to approximately 200-400 um upon drying in the humid chamber. Following sintering
at 1000 °C, the pores had further contracted to approximately 100-300 um. The IL binds with the surrounding water to prevent the
sample from drying in vacuum and acts as a conductive media, allowing the HAp ceramics to be observed in the electron microscope. In
comparison to the micro-focused X-ray CT analysis, the fine pore structure (less than 100 pm) could only be observed using FE-SEM
when the porous body had also been subjected to the IL treatment.
© 2012 Elsevier Ltd and Techna Group S.r.l. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Among the various types of calcium phosphate
ceramics, hydroxyapatite [Ca;o(PO4)s(OH),, HAp] is a
well-known biocompatible material and is naturally found
as one of the major components of bone and tooth [1-4].
As-synthesised HAp ceramics show both osteoconductivity
and osteoinductivity and directly bonds to living bone through
the native apatite phase [5,6]. However, for enhanced bone
integration and mechanical interlocking between implanted
devices and the newly grown bone tissues, particular attention
must be paid to the processing of the porous HAp body [7].

A variety of methods for fabricating porous HAp bodies
have been described in the literature; these include the
impregnation of polymeric sponges, gelcasting of foam,
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extrusion and other automated manufacturing methods
[8-11]. Among these methods, gelcasting, which was
developed by Janney et al., can be used to fabricate
samples with complex shapes and high mechanical strength
[12,13]. This method also has been successfully applied to
other ceramics, such as alumina [14-16], silicon nitride
[17], rutile [18], silicon carbide [19,20], and alumina—
zirconia composites [21,22]. Additionally, following the
solidification step, when this method is further combined
with foamed suspensions by in situ polymerisation, it can
be used to form an internally cross-linked network, that
transforms the foam into a gelled body with the ability to
bear load [23-26]. The gelled body is then sintered to create
the final material, which can be used in various functional
applications. Although several researchers have used scan-
ning electron microscope (SEM) to describe the surface
morphology and the microstructure of gelcast porous
ceramics in either the dried or sintered conditions, there
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have been no reports that describes the microstructure of
the green body in its hydrated condition immediately
following fabrication. This is because the water-containing
ceramic materials present certain limitations for SEM
observations, which necessitate the use of vacuum condi-
tions in the microscope chamber. However, to establish
enhanced processing conditions for ceramics, it is necessary
to understand the complex structure of the green body.
Thus, it is essential to develop new techniques for micro-
scopic observations of ceramic bodies in the hydrated form.

Recently, room-temperature (RT) ionic liquids (ILs) have
attracted significant attention as novel, eco-friendly materials
that can be used as solvents in inorganic chemistry, electro-
chemistry, catalysis, etc [27-29]. These ILs are composed of
cations and anions, which exist in a liquid state at RT. Due
to their negligible vapour pressure and high conductivity,
various studies have also revealed that combinations of ILs
with samples can be directly observed in the electron
microscope without the addition of a conductive coating
[30-32]. Some reports have further suggested that hydrated
materials, such as seaweed and chicken tissue are observable
by SEM when mixed with hydrophilic ILs [33,34]. The
author of this study has previously reported that hydrated
agar gel can be successfully observed using the hydrophilic
IL; additionally, a mechanism was proposed for the field
emission scanning electron microscope (FE-SEM) observa-
tion of gel-type materials that have not been dried in a
vacuum chamber [35,36].

In the present study, with the aid of hydrophilic ionic
liquid, we observed the surface morphology of the porous
HAp green body in its wet condition and compared
the changes in pore structure that occur during drying
and after sintering. Finally, we propose a general principle
for the morphological observation of wet ceramic
materials.

2. Materials and methods

A hydroxyapatite (HAp) powder, a dispersant, a mono-
mer and various initiators were used for the gelcasting
process. The HAp powder was supplied by Taihei Chem.
Co., Japan, with a particle size less than 5 pm. A commer-
cial ammonium salt of polycarboxylate (Seruna D-305)
supplied by CHUKYO YUSHI Co., LTD, Japan was used
as the dispersant. The organic components (i.e., the epoxy
and the hardener) were supplied by CHUKYO YUSHI
Co., LTD, Japan, and TETA (Kanto Chemical Co., Japan)
was used as the catalyst.

The ionic liquid of choice for analyses was 1-butyl-3-
methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate (BMIM)(BF,)) (Kanto
Chem. Co., Japan); in all instances, this chemical was dried in
a vacuum desiccators at 60 °C for 3 day before use. The
chemical structure of the IL is shown in Fig. 1. The water
content of the IL was below 128 ppm, as measured by the
Karl Fischer titration method.

Fig. 2 shows a schematic representation of the gelcast-
ing process used in this investigation. In the first step, a
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Fig. 1. Chemical structure of the IL used in the present study.
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Fig. 2. Schematic representation of the gelcasting process used in the
present study.

40-vol-% slurry was prepared from the HAp powder,
water and dispersant by ball milling inside a polyethylene
container with zirconia balls for approximately 24 h. The
slurry was screen-filtered to remove the zirconia balls and
was then degassed for 10 min to remove any trapped air
bubbles. The degassed slurry was combined with the epoxy
resin, the initiator and the catalyst to initiate the poly-
merisation process. To incorporate pores into the micro-
structure, 0.3 g of surfactant (per 100 mL of slurry) were
added and mixed with a hand mixer. Finally, the resulting
slurry mixture was poured into a rectangular shape mould
and was allowed to gel overnight at 40 °C in air. The
mould was removed from the freshly gelled body; the
specimen was then cut to a size of 5.0 x 5.0 x 5.0 mm’®
around the central region of the rectangular sample. The
trimmed specimens were kept in a humidity-controlled
drying chamber at 25 °C for 5 day in such a way that the
humidity was reduced from 90 to 50% at a rate of 10%
per day.

The water contents of both the as-prepared porous HAp
green body and the specimens that had been stored in the
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humid chamber were measured by Karl Fischer titration.
All porous bodies were cut into the same 5.0 x 5.0 x 5.0
mm? in size for this measurement.

The as-prepared samples and the samples stored in the
humid chamber were both treated with the IL. The IL was
prepared by adjusting its water content to 30 mol%
(weight amount ratio; water: IL=1:29.3) and was stored
in a desiccator for 2 h. All these samples were subsequently
maintained in a vacuum dryer for 24 h before being
centrifugated for 5 min at 10,000 rpm to remove any excess
IL. The microstructures of the IL-treated samples were
observed using field emission scanning electron microscopy
(FE-SEM, JEOL Co., Japan) performed at 5kV. Addi-
tionally, the porous HAp bodies were sintered at 1000 °C
for 2h and were then coated with either conventional
osmium metal or the IL solution; the surface morphologies
of both cases were compared under FE-SEM. The sinter-
ing of the porous bodies was carried out at 1000 °C for 2 h
in an atmospheric furnace and the rate of heating was
maintained at 1 °C/min to avoid thermal cracking.

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) pattern (Ultima 5, Rigaku
Co., Japan) of the hydroxyapatite powder was recorded in
the 20 range from 10 to 60 °C with a scan rate of 1 °C/ min
using Cu Ko radiation (4=0.1542 nm, 40 kV, 40 mA).
Micro-focused X-ray CT analysis (SMX-90CT, Shimadzu
Co., Japan) of the porous HAp green bodies was per-
formed to examine the pore morphology with respect to
the drying procedure, and the results were compared to the
FE-SEM images, which were collected under similar
conditions. Each porous HAp green body was cut into a
size of 2.0 x 2.0 x 0.5 cm® for this measurement.

The size retention of the as-prepared porous HAp green
bodies, the samples that were treated in the humid chamber as
it was reduced from 80 to 50% relative humidity, and those
that were sintered at 1000 °C for 2 h were all measured both
before and after the IL treatment. The dimensions of the
samples were measured using a ruler as shown in Fig. S1. The
size retention ratios were calculated (X' x Y x Z/125 x 100).

The pore diameters of the green HAp bodies just
following removal from the mould and of those

maintained in the humid chamber as it was reduced from
90 to 50% relative humidity were determined from the FE-
SEM images. The measurements were taken from an area
of 3.0 x 3.0 mm? which was imaged with FE-SEM images
and the average pore diameters were calculated from the
micrographs of these regions. The diameter of each pore
was measured as X+ Y/2 (Fig. S2). For the pore size
distribution measurement, area of 3.0 x 3.0 mm? was
recorded both by micro-focused X-ray CT and by FE-
SEM imaging; the pore diameters were measured for pores
in the range of 50 to 700 um.

3. Results and discussions

Fig. 3a and b shows the FE-SEM images and XRD
spectrum of the as-received HAp powder, respectively.
Agglomerated spherical HAp particles of approximately
5-10 um in diameter can be seen in Fig. 3a; additionally, it
can be seen that these grains are composed of approximately
200400 nm sub-grains (inset Fig. 3a). Further inspection of
the XRD pattern indicates that the powder contains a pure
HAp phase, identified by the corresponding 26 values, as
shown in Fig. 3b. The HAp powder was subsequently used
for the gelcasting process, which was employed to fabricate
the porous HAp green body samples.

Fig. 4 shows a comparison of the FE-SEM images of the
sintered porous HAp body following either an osmium
coating treatment (Fig. 4a—d) or a separate subjection of the
porous HAp body to the IL treatment (Fig. 4e—g). It can be
seen in the low-magnification image that the sintered sample
consists of pores in the range of approximately 100-300 pm
in diameter (Fig. 4a). The high-magnification image demon-
strates that the porous body consists of HAp particles; the
particles have bonded to each other creating nanoporosity
between them (Fig. 4b—d). This result indicates the presence
of neck formation and of partial sintering among the HAp
particles, which were treated at 1000 °C. Additionally, there
were no identifiable differences between the FE-SEM images
of the samples coated with the osmium metal (Fig. 4a—d),
which is a conventional conductive coating used for ceramics
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Fig. 3. (a) FE-SEM images of the as-received hydroxyapatite powder, in which the inset shows a high-magnification image, and (b) the corresponding
XRD spectrum. All XRD peaks correspond to the structure of hydroxyapatite.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of the FE-SEM images of the porous HAp body sintered at 1000 °C for 2 h, following (a)-(d) osmium coating and (e)—(g) the IL
treatment. The surface morphologies appeared to be similar for both the osmium-coated and the IL-treated samples.

versus the samples treated with the IL solution (Fig. 4e—g);
in both cases no surface-charging was observed despite the
high-vacuum conditions within the microscope chamber.
This finding indicates that the hydrophilic IL used in this
study served a similar purpose as that of the conductive
osmium coating; additionally, the IL treatment did not
change the surface morphology of the specimen. It has
been previously reported that metals or ceramics in
dehydrated conditions can be observed using IL solutions
[30,32,37]. The present results are in strong agreement with
these earlier reports. However, it was not possible to
observe the porous HAp body treated with the IL at a
very high magnification, which was otherwise achieved for
the samples with the osmium coatings, as shown in Fig. 4d.
At very high magnifications, the electron beam locally
irradiates the porous HAp body and the IL; thus, the IL
within the porous body was identified on the sample surface.
From this observation, it was determined that the structure
of the porous HAp body had significantly changed. From
the above results, it was possible to identify the observa-
tional limitation associated with the IL treatment. Although
the surface morphology of the dried porous HAp body was
clearly identifiable for the samples that were treated with the
hydrophilic IL, nonetheless, it is interesting to examine the
hydrated green body following the same treatment.

Fig. 5a—f shows FE-SEM images of the as-prepared
porous HAp green bodies and of the samples that were
treated in the humid chamber as it was gradually reduced
from 90 to 50% relative humidity by 10% per day; the 1L
treatment followed this treatment. Fig. 6 shows the high-
magnification FE-SEM images of both sample types, the
as-prepared and the dehumidified, in similar conditions.
It can be seen from Figs. 5 and 6 that the as-prepared

porous HAp green body consisted of large pores approxi-
mately 300-600 pm in diameter and that, during the course
of drying in the humid chamber, the pore size gradually
decreased to approximately 200400 pum.

Table 1 shows the water content both of the porous
HAp green bodies immediately following their removal
from the mould and of those maintained in the humid
chamber as it reduced from 90 to 50% relative humidity.
It can be seen in Table 1 that the water content of the
as-prepared porous HAp green body was 31.51 wt%;
this value gradually decreased as the samples were main-
tained in the humid chamber. The water content of the
samples dried at 50% relative humidity was 11.06 wt%,
which indicates that the sample still contained some water.
This water was likely to be trapped in the pores as well as
within the network structure, which was formed by the
polymer and the HAp ceramic. As the trapped water inside
the as-prepared green HAp body gradually evaporates inside
the humid chamber, a gradual shrinking of the pores and the
HAp particles in the polymer network is expected; this
phenomenon was observed in Figs. 5 and 6. Further, it can
be seen that the green body dried at 50% relative humidity
had larger pore sizes than the sample sintered at 1000 °C for
2h (Figs. 4e and 5f). This result indicates that the re-
maining trapped water inside the pores and in the networks
was evaporated above 100 °C in the electric furnace. Addi-
tionally, sintering of the HAp particles at 1000 °C initiated a
significant contraction of the pore sizes as the water was
evaporated and the polymer was burned out (above 500 °C).
Hence, in a comparison of FE-SEM images in Figs. 4 to 6,
the morphologies of both the green and the sintered porous
HAp bodies are readily observed, even when the samples
were subjected to the hydrophilic IL solution without the
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Fig. 5. FE-SEM images of (a) the as-prepared porous HAp green body just after removal from the mould and of the specimens treated in the humid

chamber at (b) 90, (c) 80, (d) 70, (¢) 60 and (f) 50% relative humidity.

Fig. 6. High-magnification FE-SEM images of (a) the as-prepared porous HAp green body just after removal from the mould and of the specimens
treated in the humid chamber at (b) 90, (c) 80, (d) 70, (e) 60 and (f) 50% relative humidity.

Table 1

Comparison of the water contents of the porous HAp green bodies just
after removal from the mould and of the samples maintained in the humid
chamber as it was reduced from 90 to 50% relative humidity.

Condition As-prepared 90% 80% 70% 60% 50%

Water content (Wt %) 31.51 2539 21.25 18.58 15.08 11.06

addition of a conventional conductive coating such as Au,
Os, Pt/Pd or carbon. Furthermore, the green body which
contains a large amount of water, was readily observed in
the FE-SEM chamber under high-vacuum conditions with-
out any drying of samples. The possible reasons for this
observation will be discussed later in this section.

Table 2 shows the average pore diameter as measured
from the FE-SEM images of the samples with respect to
drying and subsequent sintering at 1000 °C for 2 h. From
Table 2, it can be seen that the as-prepared porous HAp
green body contains pores with an average pore diameter
of 342 um. These pores were gradually reduced in size to
approximately 252 pm when the samples were kept in the
humid chamber at 50% relative humidity. There is also a
possibility that any pores below 100 um in size might have
disappeared during the drying and subsequent sintering
processing steps. The porous bodies sintered at 1000 °C for
2 h showed pores with an average diameter of 196 um.

Fig. 7a—f shows the micro-focused X-ray CT images of both
the as-prepared green HAp porous body and the samples
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treated in the humid chamber at different humidity values.
It can be seen that the as-prepared sample had large pores
measuring approximately 300-600 um (Fig. 7a) and that
during the course of drying in the humid chamber, there
was a gradual reduction in the pore sizes to approximately
200400 um (Fig. 7f). Thus, the observed changes in the pore
sizes with respect to the drying condition based on the micro-
focused X-ray CT images (Fig. 7) have strong agreement with
the FE-SEM images (Fig. 5). In general, the micro-focused
X-ray CT technique is useful for generating real images without
structural disorder. However, it is difficult to obtain high-
magnification or high-resolution images using this method.
Fig. 8a and b shows a comparative study of the distribu-
tion of the pore diameters of the porous HAp green body
and the samples maintained in the humid chamber, as
measured from the micro-focused X-ray CT and FE-SEM
images, respectively. Fig. 8a shows that each distribution
was shifted during the drying treatment. However, using
the micro-focused X-ray CT, any pore sizes below 100 pm
could not be observed in either the as-prepared porous
body or in the specimens maintained in the humid
chamber. Hence, observations of the pore structure using
the micro-focused X-ray CT technique were likely limited
due to the water contents of the samples. However, it was
possible to observe the fine pore structure (below 100 pm
in size) with the FE-SEM, and in so doing, a similar trend
in the peak shift with respect to the drying condition
was noticed (Fig. 8b). Fig. 9 shows the distribution of the

average of pore diameters as measured from the micro-
focused X-ray CT and FE-SEM images. In particular, the
pore diameter of the as-prepared HAp porous green bodies,
which possessed a large amount of water, and of the samples
maintained in the 90% relative humidity condition were
different, according to the results of the micro-focused X-ray
CT and FE-SEM images. It is likely that small pores cannot
be detected with the micro-focused X-ray CT technique.
Therefore, there is the possibility of error in any pore size
measurements that are based on this approach.
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Fig. 8. Comparative study of the distribution of the pore diameters of the
porous HAp green body and of the specimens maintained in the humid
chamber as it was reduced from 90 to 50% relative humidity; the pore
diameter values were measured from (a) the micro-focused X-ray CT and
(b) the FE-SEM images.

Fig. 7. Micro-focused X-ray CT images of (a) the as-prepared porous HAp green body just after removal from the mould and of the specimens treated in
the humid chamber at (b) 90, (c) 80, (d) 70, (e) 60 and (f) 50% relative humidity.

Table 2

Comparison of the change in pore diameter of the porous HAp green bodies just after removal from the mould and of the samples maintained in the

humid chamber as it was reduced from 90 to 50% relative humidity.

Condition As-prepared 90% 80% 70% 60% 50% After sintering,
hydrated green body 1000 °C for 2 h
Average pore diameter (pm) 342 324 299 279 265 252 196
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Table 3 shows the dimensional changes in the as-prepared
porous HAp green bodies and in the samples that were
maintained in the humid chamber at 80 and 50%  relative
humidity, both of which were followed by sintering at 1000 °C
for 2 h before and after the IL treatment. In Table 3, we can
see that the porous HAp green body showed significant
dimensional changes, i.e., the porosity was 78.6% during
drying and 52.7% after sintering at 1000 °C for 2 h. However,
when treated under similar conditions and followed by the IL
treatment, exhibited only 0.02% shrinkage, which is signifi-
cantly less. This result indicates that when the porous bodies
in different hydrated conditions were subjected to the hydro-
philic IL treatment, they further retained their structures
without any changes in morphology and with only negligible
changes in dimensions. Table 3 shows that approximately
20% volume shrinkage occurs during the course of drying the
green HAp porous bodies. In comparing Tables 1 and 3, it
can be seen that there was an insignificant difference between
the reduction in water content and the volume shrinkage of
the HAp porous green body as a result of drying. Therefore, it
can be assumed that only the water contained within the
porous body could have evaporated when the samples were
maintained in the humid chamber. Thus, a 20% loss of the
water from within the porous body during the drying process
might further correspond to the 20% shrinkage in sample size,
which was observed in Table 3. In Table 2, it can be seen that

400

e
2

350 -

[
[ 4

300 -
250 -
200 t
150 -

Pore diameter (um)

100 - W FE-SEM

50 @ micro focus X-ray CT

T T T 1 1 1 I
ne? re@a(ed 90 % 20 %% 10 %% 80 %% 52:30( o me('\(\g

Drying condition
Fig. 9. Distribution of the pore diameters of the HAp green porous body
and of the samples maintained in the humid chamber as it was reduced

from 90 to 50% relative humidity, as measured from the micro-focused X-
ray CT and the FE-SEM images.

Table 3

there is an approximately 20-30% shrinkage in the pore
diameter during the course of drying the green HAp porous
bodies; additionally, approximately 20% of the observed
reduction in the pore diameter occurred during sintering at
1000 °C for 2 h. Thus, the reduction in the pore volume can be
calculated using the average of pore diameter. During the
course of drying the green HAp porous bodies, there is an
approximately 40% shrinkage in the pore volume; further-
more, an approximately 40% shrinkage in the pore volume
occurred during sintering at 1000 °C for 2h. From these
results, it is expected that the reduction in the wall space
surrounding the pores is lower than that of the pore space.
In this study, the sample size was fixed at 5.0 x 5.0 x 5.0 mm’®
to accommodate the IL treatment. It is possible that a
reduction in pore size in addition to a reduction in the sample
size may occur due to the small size of the sample.

In Table 3, it can be seen that, following the IL treatment,
the porous HAp body did not show any significant shrinkage
even though the porous bodies contained a large amount of
water. Therefore, it can be inferred that the hydrophilic 1L
used in this investigation interacted with the remaining water
molecules and that the IL replaced the water within the
porous body [27,28]. In our previous study, we reported that
the water within the agar gel binds with the IL to form a
weak hydrogen bond, thereby preventing the agar gel from
dehydrating in the FE-SEM chamber while under vacuum.
When the water concentration of the sample following the 1L
treatment is 30 mol %, the IL and the water molecules have a
tendency to form weak hydrogen bonds, such as HOH...
BF,4...HOH, in the hydrated porous HAp body. These weak
bonds prevent the porous HAp green body from dehydrating
in a similar manner to that of the agar gel [35,36], which
allows the collection of high-magnification images by
FE-SEM. The IL in the present study not only bonds with
the water molecules inside the network structures but also
acts as a conductive coating, which prevents surface charging
of the ceramic bodies like the HAp body investigated in
work. To examine the behaviour of the water and the
polymer (epoxy resin) used in gelcastings during the drying
process, further high-magnification images were collected.

Fig. 10a—f shows the high-magnification FE-SEM images
of the as-prepared green HAp porous body and those that
were subsequently maintained in the humid chamber. In this
study, we focused on the pores of the porous body; due to
the wall space, the hydrated specimens proved difficult to cut
while maintaining correct morphology. It can be seen that a
swollen morphology was observed both in the as-prepared

Dimensional changes of the porous HAp green bodies just after removal from the mould and of the samples treated in the humid chamber at 80, 50%
relative humidity and of the porous body sintered at 1000 °C for 2 h and examination of the size retention of the green bodies fabricated at a similar

condition and subjected to the IL treatment.

Condition As-preparedwet 80% 50% After sintering,
green body 1000 °C for 2 h

Size retention until sintering (%) 100.0 93.4 78.6 52.7

Size retention after IL treatment (%) 99.0 99.0 99.6 99.8




1072 C. Takahashi et al. | Ceramics International 39 (2013) 1065-1073

Fig. 10. High-magnification FE-SEM images of (a) the as-prepared porous HAp green body just after removal from the mould and of the samples treated
in the humid chamber at (b) 90, (c) 80, (d) 70, (e) 60 and (f) 50% relative humidity.

porous body as well as in the sample maintained in the
humid chamber at 90% relative humidity for 1 day (Fig. 10a
and b). However, when the relative humidity was decreased
from 90 to 50%, due to the gradual loss of the water
content, the particles appeared to separate as shown in
Fig. 10c—f. The porous bodies maintained in the humid
chamber at 50% relative humidity and treated with the IL
revealed the presence of fine particles, which were similar in
appearance to that of the HAp porous body after sintering
(Fig. 10f). Thus, in these FE-SEM images, a fine morphol-
ogy with sub-micron-sized particles was clearly observed for
the specimens treated with the hydrophilic IL or simply
maintained in the hydrated conditions.

In this study, the surface morphology of the porous HAp
body in its hydrated condition was observed by FE-SEM
when the samples were subjected to IL treatment. This
simple method of observation can also be applied to a wide
range of advanced and traditional ceramics for visual
inspection during their wet processing stages. Additionally,
other materials, such as wet ceramics, materials interacting
with cultured cells and microorganisms, can all be observed
by FE-SEM when first subjected to an IL treatment.

4. Conclusions

A simple and convenient method for observing the
microstructure of the hydrated porous HAp green body
using a hydrophilic IL is reported. The FE-SEM observa-
tions showed that the as-prepared porous green body had
a pore diameter of approximately 300-600 um, which
gradually decreased to approximately 200-400 um during
drying in a humid chamber from 90 to 50% relative
humidity. Wet HAp sample when added into IL, it bonds
with water molecules within the HAp—polymer network
structure, thereby forming a weak hydrogen bond

entangling with the HAp particles surrounding the porous
body. This bonding resulted in the formation of an IL-
water—-HAp—polymer complex, in which the IL acted as a
conducting media; additionally, the formation of weak
hydrogen bonds between the IL and the water further
prevented the porous HAp body from dehydrating in the
FE-SEM chamber while under vacuum. Further, the limita-
tions of observing the hydrated porous HAp green body by
micro-focused X-ray CT were revealed. It can be concluded
from this investigation that it is possible to observe inter-
action of wet ceramic gels with cultured cell and micro-
organism using hydrophilic ionic liquid.
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